
What is a 3rd-trimester abortion? 
Abortions from 25 weeks last menstrual period (LMP) to term are performed over several days. 
On day one, a lethal injection of Digoxin is used to stop the heart of the fetus and sticks of 
laminaria are inserted into the woman’s cervix. On day two, the laminaria is replaced and an 
ultrasound is performed to ensure the fetus is dead. If the fetus is still alive, the abortion 
practitioner will administer another shot of Digoxin. On day three, she will return to the 
abortion facility to deliver the dead fetus. 
 
What about 2nd-trimester abortion? 
Dilation & Evacuation (D&E) abortions are performed between 13-24 weeks LMP. The abortion 
practitioner first dilates the woman’s cervix using laminaria and then uses instruments to 
dismember and extract the fetus from the uterus. 
 
How often do 3rd-trimester abortions occur? 
The short answer is that we don’t actually know. In the United States, reporting abortion 
statistics to the CDC is voluntary. The Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI), the other primary source 
for abortion data, uses voluntary interviews with those who provide abortion to obtain their 
numbers. 
 
Percentage of 2016 Reported Abortions by Weeks of Gestation LMP (CDC): 
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*There were 629,471 abortions reported to the CDC in 2016; that would be 7,553 abortions after 21 weeks. 
Guttmacher Institute estimates 862,320 abortions in 2017 which would be approx. 9,844 after 21 weeks. 
 
In an interview from Guttmacher Institute, 957 women gave reasons why they had an 
abortion: 
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“Abortions after 20 weeks only happen for medical necessity.” 
 

In 2013, researchers Diana Greene Foster and Katrina Kimport from the University of California 
San Francisco were published in Perspective on Sexual and Reproductive Health for their article 
“Who seeks abortion after 20 weeks?” They compared women who received early abortions 
with women who received later abortions. Here is a quote from their discussion section: 
 

“In contemporary discussions of later abortion, few empirical data exist about 
the women who seek these procedures, but speculation abounds, including the 
presumption that these women are intrinsically different from those seeking early 
abortions. Despite this common narrative, women in our study who obtained 
first-trimester abortions and women who obtained abortions at or after 20 weeks’ 
gestation were remarkably similar.” 

- 
Quotes from interviews in that study: 
 
“I couldn’t afford another child. The dad didn’t want to be with me. Me and him weren’t going 
to be together, and he told me that I was going to have to raise the baby myself.”- A woman 
who had a 20-week abortion. 
 
“I was too young, and I barely started going back to school and getting my life back on track. I 
wouldn’t have enough things to support a baby.” - A woman who had a 23-week abortion. 
 

 
 
Quotes from Interviews in public media: 
 
“Our talking point is, most of these procedures are on women who discover abnormalities late 
in the pregnancy,” Kissling said. “We don’t know if that is true.” -Frances Kissling, president of 
the Center for Health, Ethics and Social Policy: -The New York Times, 2019 
 
In the vast majority of cases, the procedure is performed on a healthy mother with a 
healthy fetus that is 20 weeks or more along, Mr. Fitzsimmons [Executive Director of the 
National Coalition of Abortion Providers] said. ''The abortion-rights folks know it, the 
anti-abortion folks know it, and so, probably, does everyone else." -The New York Times, 
1997 
 
“I wanted an abortion because my partner wasn’t supportive and I wanted to finish my 
studies. And if I didn’t have enough money for me or a place, how could I have a baby, 
you know? So sometimes it is for our future. It’s not the right time.” -A woman who 
obtained a $12,000 non-medical abortion around the 5.5–6-month mark, ThinkProgress, 
2019 
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